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THE MEANING OF RENEWAL 


Renewal, for the church and its members, means the recep- 
tion of a new order or quality of life, in which they are better 
able to discern and do God's will. It is equivalent to “revival,” 
except that the latter term is generally applied to a great up- 
stirring at some particular time, rather than the continual proc- 
ess which renewal ought to be. The church may be compared 
to a living organism, the physical cells of which are renewed 
over a period of some years; if such an organism be not so 
renewed, it dies—and if the church is not being continuously 
re-formed, it is also dying. There is no question here of re- 
furbishing and modernizing the church to make it more com- 
fortable and up-to-date. Renewal is a drastic process reaching 
to the core of its being, and without it the church becomes 
either pestilent or perishing. It is a matter of spiritual life 
and death—and the truth of this grows clearer by study of 
Scriptural evidence.—From the Preliminary Report of the 
Study Group on “The Renewal of the Church's Inner Life— 
Personal and Corporate” for the World Presbyterian Alliance 
meeting at Princeton. 























Letters to the Editors 





One to Five About Right Proportion! 





Weighed, Not Counted 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Alas! I wonder if I am to be disillu- 
sioned in my old age. 

All my life I have been taught to believe 
that Presbyterians (especially US) had to 
be WEIGHED and NOT COUNTED. That 
it was true of us that one should chase a 
thousand and two put ten thousand to 
flight. 

I am now receiving in my mail charts 
and statistics which prove the superiority 
of Southern Presbyerians over all other 
known members of that body. I first 
thought, Here is a challenge to nation- 
wide, if not world-wide evangelism. “I 
am debtor to all men.” Not because of 
what they have done for me, but because 
I possess something which they do not 
have. But we are told that if we dare 
join in union with other Presbyterians we 
will not longer be able to throw our weight 
around; that we will lose all our influence 
if we venture out beyond our present geo- 
graphical limits. We will no longer be 
WEIGHED. We will just be counted and 
we will not count for very much at that. 

This I refuse to believe. It will ruin 
one of my “best” sermons on the cumula- 
tive effect of Christian influence. Two 
working together can accomplish ten times 
as much as one going his own sweet way 
alone. 

I like the spirit of the Marine when a 
soldier claimed the credit for victory be- 
cause they outnumbered them five-to-one. 


“That is just about the right propor- 


tion,” declared the Marine. ‘We may be 
outnumbered, but we are never out- 
fought.” 


Church union will not diminish our 
WEIGHT. It will open a door for larger 
service. 

T. C. Vinson. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 





Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 


David T. Agnew Mr. & Mrs. Milton P. 


Liberty, Mo. Brown, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. George Bardstown, Ky. 
Cochran Lamar Williamson, Jr. 


Bessemer, Ala. Harveyton, Ky. 


Add My Name ei sestevke nds 


Street & Number ass dean ac ae 


rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





No “Vox Populi, Vox Dei” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I hope you publish the results of this 
attempted sampling of opinion. I hope 
that this sampling will bring forth a se- 
rious study of the whole philosophy of 
representative government. 

Let it never be perpetuated that Pres- 
byterians subscribe to the concept, “The 
voice of the people is the voice of God.” 
The Presbyterian Church is not a de- 
mocracy any more than under the Consti- 
tution of the United States is the nation 
a democracy. We have a system which 
John Calvin in his Institutes calls a mix- 
ture of democracy and aristocracy. (Book 
LV, Chapter XX) 

The influence of the Baptists whose 
prevalence and influence in our section of 
the nation is extensive has tended to in- 
fect our Presbyterian churches with the 
virus of pure democracy and to a viola- 
tion of the safeguards with which Presby- 
terians surround congregations and indi- 
viduals in their rights, privileges and 
responsibilities. This same influence has 
had its effect upon civil government so 
that the duly elected officials are subject 
to the will of the majority which elected 
them and less free to exercise the judg- 
ment which their knowledge, opportuni- 
ties and experience demands of them. The 
result is that our officials are chosen be- 
cause of their subservient character rather 
than upon the basis of courage, probity 
and good judgment. 

The attitude demanded by the elders 
in this not quite hypothetical case when 
carried to its local application, would de- 
mand that a minister would have to con- 
sult the elders and/or the congregation 
before he would declare that there is a 
heaven to gain and a hell to shun. 

When the time comes to vote in presby- 
teries on the important question of church 
union, every minister and every elder 
should make it clear to the congregation 
and the Session that they will vote in the 
Court of Presbytery according to their 
judgment on the basis of evidence pre- 
sented up to the proposing of the question, 
and to the the moment of their individual 
answer to the roll call. And the minister 
and elder should make it clear that they 
are acting as a member of presbytery, not 
as members of a congregation. 

H. GLENN STEPHENS. 


Frankfort, Ky. 


Minister & Session 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The answer to “What Do You Think” 
seemed so obvious I though it not neces- 
sary to reply, but since the “early replies” 
(OvuTLOOK, July 19) seem to have missed 
the real point, I hasten to reply. 

The answer lies in #5: Stay put and 
stick it out. He was called to that place 
by God, the congregation, and the presby- 
tery. Until this call is withdrawn by one 
of these parties his place is in that par- 
ticular church. This a storm (growing 
out of a series of emotional circum- 
stances) which he can weather by the 
grace of God. Later, if God leads him to 
another field and he comes to feel that 


his usefulness to that congregation is 
severely diminished, he may quietly move 
on. 

However, the real point at issue should 
be made clear now. Our representative 
form of government does not mean that 
a man, minister or elder, must vote the 
pre-conceived and “known” position of his 
constituents. (And remember, he repre- 
sented presbytery and not the Session!) 
We elect our commissioners and we do not 
nstruct them. They are “commissioned” 
by the lower court to attend, THINK, de- 
bate, pray, and find God’s will in the 
matter before the court by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. If the position of this 
man’s Session holds true, why not mail 
out the Blue Book and a written ballot 
on which each “commissioner” may record 
the “known position” of his church? 

Davip A. HUFFINES, JR. 
Lillington, N. C. 


Copies Available 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The Permanent Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union has ordered 15,000 copies 
of the Plan of Union. After supplying 
copies for ruling elders who will attend 
meetings of presbyteries, about 11,500 
copies will be available at 25¢ each post- 
paid. Orders will be filled as received so 
long as the supply lasts. There will be 
no opportunity to secure copies after the 
present supply is exhausted. It is very 
important that remittance accompany 
order. 

Copies of the 16-page leaflet, “Analysis 
and Interpretation of the Proposed Plan 
of Union,” are still available. Copies will 
be mailed to each church in the General 
Assembly so that every ruling elder may 
have one. Others may secure copies while 
they last at the following prices: 


Single copies 5¢ each 


50 ™ 4¢ ” 
100 “ 3%¢ ” 
500 ‘i 3¢.” 

1000 “i 2%¢ ” 


Send orders for Plan and Leaflet wirH 
REMITTANCE to the undersigned. 
E. C. Scorr. 
341-A Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE 
Atlanta 5, Georgia 


Scriptural Basis 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Would you kindly answer the follow- 
ing for me: 

With all the present hue and cry about 
non-segregation, would you please tell 
me the Scriptural directives in which 
people are directed to live in close asso- 
ciation irrespective of their desires as 
to this? If there are such directives in 
either the Old or New Testaments will 
you kindly give me the passages. 

W. B. Watson. 
Charleston, S. C. 


e NOTE—The Assembly-adopted state- 
ment, containing its biblical background 
(“The Church and Segregation,” OUT- 
LOOK, May 3) and the “Statement to 
Southern Christians” (OUTLOOK, June 
28) may be secured at 10¢ per copy from 
Division of Christian Relations, 341-B 
Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 
Write for “Two Major Issues.” In addi- 
tion, Donald G. Miller’s “Tradition vs. 
the Word of God” (OUTLOOK, June 14) 
has something to say about the issue 
raised by Mr. Watson. This is distributed 
by THE OUTLOOK at 12 for 25¢ (min- 
imum). 50 or more, 1¢ each. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class mat‘er June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Moderator and Cottage Owners Differ 


The Assembly’s Moderator, Wade H. 
Boggs, not being a pastor (but an agency 
executive), does not face the problem 
which some pastors are facing with ses- 
sions seeking to issue statements of non- 
concurrence in the Assembly’s declara- 
tion condemning racial segregation. 

But Dr. Boggs recently found himself 
with another congregation that was in- 
clined to dissent. 

It was the Montreat Cottage Owners 
Association, of which the Moderator hap- 
pens to be president this year. 

The Assembly’s finger was pointed 
rather straight at Montreat, not only 
because it is an Assembly’s institution 
but also because of a Missouri overture 
seeking exactly the action which was 
taken—urging Montreat trustees to align 
Montreat policies and programs with the 
Assembly’s declaration. 

At the summer meeting of the cottage 
owners this was sure to be the lively is- 
sue. However, only about 80 of the 400 
cottage owners attended, which is not un- 
usual. 


A resolution was presented requesting 
the Montreat trustees (meeting August 
5) to “continue the present policy of 
segregation,” despite the Assembly’s rec- 
ommendation. 

An early effort to kill the measure ap- 
peared in a motion to table. This was 
defeated 39-38. 

Then debate started on the original 
motion and the Moderator took his oppor- 
tunity to declare himself (as many pas- 
tors are doing), opposing the proposed 
resolution and urging the cottage owners 
to support the Assembly’s recommenda- 
tion. After nearly an hour of debate, 
however, the motion was adopted by a 
voice vote. 

After the meeting Dr. Boggs told the 
press that he did not believe the action 
reflected the sentiment of the majority of 
the property owners at Montreat. He said 
the loosely-knit Cottage Owners Associa- 
tion is operated without by-laws and there 
is no specified quorum which is required 
for action. 


Prospect Wins First Place Award 


Prospect church near Mooresville, 
N. C., has been named ‘‘Rural Church of 
the South” for this year. The pastor is 
Carlyle A. McDonald. 

Chosen as the winning church in North 
Carolina (OuTLOOK, July 12), Prospect 
went on to win in the final judging to- 
gether with an additional $300. 

First honorable mention went to an- 
other Presbyterian church—Georgia’s 
winner, Chestnut Mountain at Flowery 
Branch, where Matthew McGowan is pas- 


Inquiring Reporter 





Presbyterian Alliance 


What specific, practical step could 
be taken by the world Presbyterian rep- 
resentatives, meeting July 27-Aug. 5 
at Princeton Seminary, that would en- 
able the constituent churches of the 
World Alliance to direct their efforts 
not only in gratitude for past achieve- 
ments but in joint undertakings today? 


(Continued from last week) 


RaLPpH WALDO LLoyD, American sec- 
retary of the Alliance, Presbyterian USA 
Moderator—The development of (a) a 
plan to double the annual income from 
the churches; (b) the extension of the 
program in terms of world contact, and 
(c) the establishment of a Reformed 


tor (OUTLOOK, July 12). 

All Souls Community church, Scott, 
Ark., and St. Matthew Parish Episcopal 
in South Carolina were the other “hon- 
orable mentions.” 

Emory University and the Sears Roe- 
buck Foundation sponsor the annual 
Town and Country Church Development 
program which 846 churches entered 
during the year. Churches located in 
communities with less than 5,000 popula- 
tion are eligible. 





Center at the Calvin Auditorium at Gen- 
eva. 

J. R. Mutper, Reformed Church in 
America, Holland, Mich—To take our 
common theology sufficiently for granted 
to allow us unitedly to make an impact 
upon the social and economic world in 
terms of our central faith. 

Epcar F. Romie, Reformed Church in 
America, New York—Distinguish be- 
tween essential and non-essentials that 
separate. Subordinate all to God’s will, 
seeking unity within our “family” and 
within the ecumenical church, to His 
glory. 

Joun H. Gerstner, United Presby- 
terian, Pittsburgh, Pa.—Determine what 
elements of Presbyterian government are 
explicitly Biblical and essential and 
therefore a sine qua non of any organic 
union involving Presbyterians. 


C. Mississippi Rushes 
Vote to Stop Debate 


The vote on union in Central Missis- 
sippi Presbytery, reported here last week 
(64-9 opposed), had several newsworthy 
sidelights. 

One of the strong and influential men 
in Mississippi is G. T. Gillespie, former 
president of Belhaven College, who repre- 
sents the synod on the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. 


It was anticipated that Dr. Gillespie 
would support the Assembly’s recommen- 
dation that due study and discussion be 
allowed, a committee appointed for guid- 
ance in the matter, with the vote taken 
after next January 1. And that was what 
Dr. Gillespie desired—but he did not 
attend the mid-summer meeting. How- 
ever, he wrote a letter, urging his presby- 
tery to follow this procedure. 


But the presbytery didn’t want to hear 
the Gillespie letter; neither did it want 
to hear the letter of the Moderator, Wade 
H. Boggs, calling for the same procedure, 
but finally it consented to hear what 
these men had written. But these re- 
quests did not long delay the presbytery’s 
action. 

Chalmers W. Alexander, Jackson law- 
yer who presented the anti-union report 
at the recent Assembly told the presbytery 
that the vote ought to be taken at once. 
His reason was this: 

“It is admitted even by the proponents 
of union that six more months of consid- 
eration will not change the vote to any 
degree. . .-. I can see nothing to be gained 
by hesitation, but I do see a definite dan- 
ger init. I have word that the proponents 
of the plan in Arkansas are going to try 
to sway the Mississippi vote, that mem- 
bers of the northern church will start a 
campaign to influence you, and that a big 
rally headed by a man from outside the 
state will be held to boost union chances. 
Increased strife and conflict will be the 
only result of waiting six months.” 

A motion to wait until October lost 
50-26. Then it was voted 50-30 to take 
immediate action with the 64-9 result. 

The stated clerk, Dwyn M. Mounger, 
Forest pastor, saw no reason to wait any 
longer or to consider the plan further. 
Said he, “If you let me write the plan 
myself, I would not vote for it..... I 
am just against union.” (Editorial, p. 8) 


Elsewhere 

Actions of some of the other presby- 
teries : 

Tuscaloosa: Opposition forced mid- 
summer vote, 42-6 against union. 














Mecklenburg: Committee appointed 
as requested by the Assembly and vote 
set for January. 

Piedmont: Committee and vote set for 
spring meeting. 

Mississippi: Docketed for October. 

Asheville: No committee; vote in Jan- 
uary. 

Bethel: Committee, and vote in Jan- 
uary instead of September, decided 28-23. 

Pee Dee: Committee appointed; dis- 
cussions to be held; vote to be taken 
Sept. 21. 

Wilmington: Committee appointed; 
vote scheduled for April. 

Montgomery: Committee named to re- 
port at fall meeting; vote to be taken 
in April. 

Harmony: Docketed for October meet- 
ing. 

S. W. Georgia: Committee to report 
in January; vote to be taken at adjourn- 
ed meeting one week later. 

In at least one presbytery just before 
the summer meeting, this was the pro- 
cedure of the anti-union leaders: 

—Much letter-writing, telephoning and 
visiting, especially to elders. Sessions 
were urged to send to the meeting repre- 
sentatives who want to vote at once and 
who will vote against union. Return 
cards were provided on which the name 
of the session’s representative was to be 
sent the anti-union worker. 

A secret meeting of South Carolina 
Presbytery men was held at Thornwell 


Orphanage July 25, with Bruce Barks- 
dale, Greenwood elder, as the featured 
speaker. M. A. Macdonald, orphanage 
head, made a strong anti-union speech. 
Strategy calls for congregational votes 
and early presbytery vote. 


New York Headquarters 
Favored for National Council 

CLEVELAND, O. (RNS)—New York 
City was recommended as the permanent 
headquarters of the National Council of 
Churches by a special committee of ten 
churchmen at a meeting here. 

The committee also recommended that 
Chicago be designated as the location of 
the Council’s major Midwest office, that 
its regional offices in Washington, D.C., 
Atlanta, Ga., and Ft. Worth, Tex., be 
continued, and that other regional of- 
fices be established as the need arises. 

A statement released on behalf of the 
committee by its chairman, Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, pastor of the Delmar Baptist 
church, St. Louis, Mo., said that in view 
of the fundamental nature of the Na- 
tional Council as a “Council of member 
denominations” the choice was decided 
on the basis of proximity to “the largest 
possible number of official offices and 
agencies of the member denominations.” 

Final action on the committee choice 
is expected to be taken by the National 
Council’s General Board at a meeting in 
New York on Sept. 14. 


The recommendation came as the cli- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 
Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief of Presbyterian, U. S., Religious edu- 
cation materials; and James E. Bear, professor, Union Seminary, Va. 


NEEDLE’S EYE 


A listener cites a passage in Mark, 
10th chapter, 25th verse, about it being 
easier for a camel to pass though the 
eye of a needle, etc. What does that 
mean? 


Break: This verse occurs in the context 
of the rich young ruler who came to Jesus, 
but who turned away when Jesus told 
him to sell all that he had and come and 
follow him. Jesus then said, “How hard 
it is for those who trust in riches to enter 
into the Kingdom of God. It is easier 
for a camel to go through a needle’s eye 
than for a rich man to enter into the 
Kingdom of God.” It is usually under- 
stood that a camel through a needle’s 
eye was a proverb for doing what is im- 
possible. Jesus would here be saying 
that those who trust in riches have put 
God and his will out of their lives. Thus, 
it is not possible, humanly speaking, for 
such a one to be saved. But when the 
disciples ask, ‘“‘Who then shall be saved ?” 
Jesus replies, “With God all things are 
possible.’ God is the only one who can 
transform the sinner. 


4 


ADAM'S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 

Were there any other people on earth 
during the time of Adam and Eve? 
Where did Adam’s daughter-in-law 
come from? 

Rotston: This is a question that can- 
not be answered with certainty. The 
clear implication of the Biblical story 
is that Adam and Eve were the original 
pair and that the whole of the human race 
is descended from them. In this case, of 
course, the sons of Adam and Eve would 
have married their sisters. Speculative 
questions like this are not very impor- 
tant. It is important to affirm our belief 
in the unity of the human race. This 
unity is shown in the fact that inter- 
breeding is biologically possible between 
the most diverse branches of the human 
race. It is important from the Christian 
point of view in that we believe in the 
solidarity of all men in sin and in the 
ONE MEDIATOR who gave himself a ran- 
som for all. There are no super-human 
races and no sub-human races. 


max to four years of deliberation over a 
permanent headquarters site that began 
at the Council’s constituting convention 
held here in 1950. Although the choice 
was narrowed down a year ago to New 
York and Chicago, a number of other 
cities had been under consideration at 
one time. Among these were Cleveland, 
Columbus and Cincinnati, O., Indian- 
apolis, Pittsburgh, and St. Lous and 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dr. Dahlberg said the committee voted 
seven for New York and two for Chi- 
cago with Ben R. Lacy, Jr., president of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
Va., who is traveling in Europe, not cast- 
ing a ballot. 


Corrections and/or Additions 


Florida-Marshall Appeal—Our _ re- 
port on Assembly actions (June 14, p. 4) 
stated that Dr. (W. A.) Alexander renew- 
ed his request for a different disposition 
of the J. W. Marshall matter. Dr. Alex- 
ander joined in the request made by the 
commission which considered the matter 
in 1952. The commission was represent- 
ed by its chairman, Mr. Langtry, with 16 
members of the original commission sup- 
porting him, but the judicial committee 
nor the Assembly supported the request. 

Alabama Synod—Corrections in the 
report on the meeting of the Synod of 
Alabama (July 12, p. 4) are suggested. 
An added sentence, according to THE 
OUTLOOK’s report, “was finally inserted.” 
It is pointed out that this was not added 
over the committee’s protest but that it 
was in the original report but omitted 
in mimeographing. 

According to our information the first 
recommendation opposing segregation in 
institutions of higher education was 
adopted before the final motion to table 
killed the entire measure. It is stated 
that no part of the report was ever 
adopted. Since our report showed that 
the whole matter was tabled, there ap- 
pears to be no differences in the actual 
result. 

Our reporter said the motion to table 
came from “some weary brother.” We 
are now told that this is untrue except in 
the sense that everybody was weary be- 
cause of the long hours and hot weather. 
The motion to table was made, it is re- 
ported, by a member of the committee on 
Christian Relations who had dissented 
from the report from the beginning, who 
opposed it on the floor of s\nod and who 
earlier stated his intention of making the 
motion to table. Obviously, he made the 
motion, not from weariness but from 
conviction. 

Rural Church Award—Omitted from 
the list of rural church awards provided 
us was the Good Hope church, Iva, South 
Carolina, where E. Lamar Beck, now of 
Eastman, Ga., was formerly pastor. The 
Iva church was one of the third-place 
winners. 
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TEST OF SOUTHERN CHARACTER 


HE SUPREME COURT ruling con- 

cerning non-segregation has hit the 
white South where it hurts most, in its 
racial solar plexus. This is understand- 
able, since we have been conditioned to 
white superiority for one hundred and 
fifty years and have built our social cus- 
toms and mores on white supremacy. The 
ruling is destined to create problems in 
every southern state, and southern char- 
acter will be tested as it has not been 
since Confederation days. 

Of course, we should not have been 
surprised by the ruling. Our democratic 
philosophy of society and government, 
and our Christian teachings, have always 
required the interpretation the Supreme 
Court has now handed down. We have 
all known it. We have all anticipated 
it. We have all been conscious of mo- 
ments when we knew our way was con- 
trary to everything God has taught us. 
The ruling merely declares as the law 
of the land what has always been the law 
of the land. The Constitution has been 
with us a long time, even though we 
purposely closed our eyes to this portion 
of its basic intent. 

Be that as it may, the fact remains that 
tremendous problems are created by this 
courageous and correct interpretation of 
our basic law. That it runs counter to 
deep prejudices in me, and in you, and 
compels us to adjust to a new South, does 
not alter the reasonableness and accuracy 
of the interpretation. 

The main question before us now is 
this: How shall we face the necessary 
adjustment? Shall we face it with fear 
or with intelligence? With pagan anger 
or Christian confidence? 


Carmichael Statement 

I spent last weekend at the University 
of Alabama where it was my pleasure to 
preach the baccalaureate sermon as part of 
Dr. O. C. Carmichael’s first commence- 
ment as president of the university. We 
talked at length about the wisest ways 
of handling the Supreme Court’s ruling, 
and he was kind enough to place in my 
hands a statement, formulated by him, 
and unanimously endorsed by the Trus- 
tees of Alabama. It expresses my own 
feelings with accuracy and is stated with 
characteristic Carmichael clarity. Here 
it is: 

‘The recent Supreme Court decision on 
segregation suggests the need for con- 
sideration of its immediate as well as 
its long range effect upon the historic 
policy of the university with respect to the 
co-education of the races. 

“Tt is assumed (1) that until the de- 
crees are formulated and handed down 





DR. COURTENAY is pastor of the First 
church, Nashville, Tenn. This article ap- 
peared first in The Nashville Banner. 
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By WALTER R. COURTENAY 


no change in that policy will be expected; 
(2) that time will be allowed for making 
whatever changes the decrees may re- 
quire; (3) that the Board of Trustees 
will expect the administration of the 
university to study all aspects of the sit- 
uation with a view to working out the 
best possible solution of this problem; 
and (4) that the trustees will expect the 
administration to enlist the cooperation 
of the faculty, the non-instructional staff, 
and the students, in working out what- 
ever adjustments may be required for the 
best interests of the university. 

“The changes foreshadowed by the de- 
cision of May 17 will involve many real 
problems, the nature of which is not yet 
clear. This much, however, is clear. 
Their solution will require intelligence, 
wisdom and patience. It is our convic- 
tion that the university community has 
the qualities necessary for the task and 
the ingenuity to find the answers to the 
manifold questions that may be raised. 
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“The University of Alabama has en- 
countered many crises in its 123 years 
of history. It has met them all with 
courage and fortitude, and has grown 
stronger from decade to decade. I have 
no doubt that the impending issues will 
be resolved somehow in the spirit of the 
historic tradition. 


“As one contemplates the difficulties 
of the decade ahead, arising not only 
from the issue just discussed, but from 
the mounting demands that will be made 
upon the university as the impact of the 
increased birth rate is felt, one is re- 
minded of a paragraph from the message 
of General Lee to the people of the South 
following Appomattox. He said: 

‘The march of providence is so slow 
and our desires so impatient, the work of 
progress so vast and our means of aiding 
it so feeble, the life of society is so long 
and that of the individual so brief that we 
are likely to see the ebb of the advancing 
tide and thus become discouraged. It is 
history that teaches us to hope.’ 


“In these times when higher education 
throughout the country is facing many 


Church and State 


A Canadian Act of 1854 opens with 
the words, ‘“‘Whereas it is desirable to 
remove all semblance of connection be- 
tween church and state... .’ Along this 
line, attempts may be made to limit the 
state’s care to the bodies of men, the 
church’s care to their souls; let the state 
look after their material needs, the church 
after their eternal salvation. So long as 
the church confines its functions to 
preaching (of a pietistic kind), Bible- 
study, prayer and worship, the state will 
not interfere; but if the church exceeds 
its spiritual mandate, then it will meet 
with political opposition. 

This view is unacceptable, for the 
following (among many) reasons: 

(a) Human beings are not so divisible 
into body and soul, two unrelated parts. 
In actual fact, the care of one impinges 
upon the other; and the care of either 
implies some guiding philosophy or 
ideology, which in turn implies the pos- 
sibility of conflict with those who dis- 
agree. Christians know that they belong 
both in body and soul to Christ, who has 
set them in the world of which the state 
forms a part. 

(b) Christian people are not only 
church members, they are also responsible 
citizens of the state; and the two aspects 
of their life (though separable in 





thought) react upon each other. Indeed, 
if the state is in any sense “ordained of 
God,” the church must encourage its 
members to take their proper share in 
political life, and give them some guid- 
ance on the subject. 

(c) We believe that God has estab- 
lished the fact of government in human 
society to foster righteousness and peace 
among men; such righteousness and peace 
may be defective, may perhaps be no 
more than. compensation for sinfulness, 
but it means that the state has its place 
quite definitely within God’s purpose. 
This would probably remain unacknowl- 
edged in a system of complete separa- 
tion. 

(d) By many responsible citizens, such 
separation would be regarded as imply- 
ing the practical uselessness of the 
church. If the church adopts a ‘“‘world- 
denying” attitude, turning away from the 
state completely; if it does not share the 
burdens and needs of the citizens (in- 
cluding many outside its own fellowship), 
then it is untrue to its Lord, who sets no 
limits to its brotherly ministries, and who 
cares about human need in all its mag- 
nitude and multiplicity—and it need not 
be surprised to be treated as a piece of 
irrelevant clericalism. The church can- 
not live its own narrow life apart. 


From the preparatory study materials on “The Church’s Freedom and Responsi- 


bility in Relation to the State and Society,” being considered by the World Presby- 


terian Alliance at Princeton. 














Why | Am for Union 


HEN I go back to visit my friends 

in South Mississippi they always 
ask this question: “How can you be for 
Union?” My answer is that I am for it 
because of what I have come to see and 
know of the brethren in these other two 
branches of our Presbyterian church. 

A little boy found a stray dog one day 
and took him home. He wasn’t much to 
look at, but his father found him giving 
him a bath and a brushing and he said 
to him, “Son, what’s that for?” He 
said, ‘Daddy, there’s a dog show down 
the street and I want to enter him.” His 
father said, “Son, do you think he is 
going to add much to the show?” His 
son said, “No, Daddy, I don’t think he'll 
add much to the show, but he sure will 
meet some mighty nice dogs.” 

That was my feeling in serving as fra- 
ternal delegate to the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the USA 
a few years ago. Sitting there in Taft 
Auditorium in Cincinnati, listening to 
the reports of our sister denomination on 
their work in Evangelism, National and 
Foreign Missions and the work of the 
schools and colleges and seminaries, I 
was aware of a devotion to the work and 
the will of God of which you would have 
been proud. 


Generous Treatment 

My second contact with brethren in 
these churches has been as member of 
the General Assembly’s Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. The 
provision in the Plan of Union which 


complex problems involving housing, 
staffing, financing and strengthening the 
educational program, we shall need the 
encouragement that historical perspective 
can provide.” 


Could Do No Less 


It was in this spirit that the General 
Assembly of my denomination took action 
on the matter of non-segregation, and it 
is my belief that the church could do no 
less than it did. It registered its desire 
to obey the law of the land, to non-seg- 
regate those institutions under General 
Assembly authority, and to encourage col- 
leges and seminaries under synodical au- 
thority to consider similar action. It 
did not legislate concerning local con- 
gregations, but urged all of us to face our 
social problems in the light of Biblical 
teachings and the intent of Christ. 

The Supreme Court ruling and the 
spirit of our General Assembly create 
problems, some of which will be large, 
but I believe our intelligence and in- 
tegrity are equal to the test. The road 
of all who follow Christ runs between the 
will of God and our prejudices. 


6 


By JOHN A. REDHEAD, JR. 


gives every congregation the right to de- 
cide its connection as to whether it will 
stay in or come out of the united church 
is there not because of the demand of the 
representatives of your church, but by the 
request of men like Dr. John A. Mackay 
and Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, who are 
former Moderators of the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA. From what one 


learns of those men in working with them, 
he comes to believe that they are not 





DR. REDHEAD is pastor of the First church, 
Greensboro, N. C., and a frequent preacher 
over nationwide radio networks. This talk, 
only slightly amended here, was delivered 
at the General Assembly where he was a 
commissioner. 
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Presbyterian 


Rightly conceived, government within 
the church, and especially government by 
a Presbyterian system of graded courts, 
is an expression of the authority of Christ 
among his people. As Calvin said, 
“Christ as the only Bishop presides over 
all assemblies of his church.” This is 
the place where all ministries, all offices, 
come together; where the gospel may be 
better understood, any heresy discerned 
and dealt with, and the whole task of wit- 
nessing for Christ set forward. It is the 
place where the whole church takes a 
fresh grip on its whole task; where unity 
of law and procedure is maintained; 
where great theological questions may be 
considered in their relevance to Chris- 
tian life today; where supervision of 





eager to swallow us up but to help to 
feed us and enrich us and to make us 
stronger. 

My third connection with the brethren 
in these churches has been as a guest 
preacher in five Presbyterian and United 
Presbyterian churches in the city of 
Pittsburgh in the last dozen years. These 
are representative churches, the First, 
Third and East Liberty, and the Sixth 
United and Mt. Lebanon United Pres- 
byterian churches. 

It is an interesting fact, that in the 
present generation four of these five 
churches have called ministers from our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Three of 
them have accepted, Dr. Ansley C. Moore, 
Dr. Stuart Nye Hutchison and Dr. Cary 
Weisiger, and when you go there and see 
the way in which these churches and 
ministers work together you know that it 
is quite possible for our churches to work 
unitedly for the Kingdom of God. 


In a Circle, a Cross 


Dr. Price passed on to Dr. Boggs at 
the General Assembly the cross that is 
worn by the Moderators of these three 
churches. It is known as the Celtic cross 
and is formed by crossing two beams and 
enclosing them in a circle. As I look 
at that symbol I seem to see the arms of 
the cross as the arms of our Lord. In his 
right hand he is holding the Presbyterian 
Church USA and the United Presby- 
terian Church. With his left hand he is 
reaching out for you and me. 

My hope is that under this one Lord 
we may vote to make our faith one fel- 
lowship. 


Government 


training for the various ministries may 
be properly exercised. 

It may be asked whether our church 
members, and in particular our elders, 
realize their full responsibilities here. 
Not only may spiritual leadership in a 
congregation become static; there may be, 
further, a wrong reluctance to share in 
the work of church courts and commit- 
tees. Perhaps this is partly because of 
unwillingness to give the time and effort 
required; part of the fault may lie also, 
in the unrepresentative character of some 
bodies of elders (women and young 
people, for example, who are potent in- 
fluences in church and community life, 
are not given sufficient part in the gov- 
ernment of the church). 


From the preparatory study materials on “The Various Ministries in the 


Church,” being considered by the World Presbyterian Alliance at Princeton. 
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The Place of Women 


The Ministry of Women—The Neth- 
erlands Reformed Church, in proposing 
the unconditional opening to women of 
all ministries within the church, points 
out that: 

(a) The Bible teaches full equality and 
joint responsibility of men and women; 

This does not mean uniformity—diver- 
sity is valuable in the church’s lfe. 

(b) Too much discussion today con- 
cerns outward questions of “Orders” in 
their relation to church government; but 
to bear Orders is primarily to offer serv- 
ice—from which women should not be 
excluded. 

(c) Biblical arguments, chiefly derived 
from four or five Pauline sayings taken 





out of their context, are irrelevant. 

A few of our churches admit women 
to special fields of service, as Church 
Sisters, Deaconesses, etc.; some provide 
special training for nursing and social 
work; one or two throw open the elder- 
ship, and the ministry of the Word, to 
women. 

It may be held that in many avenues 
of Christian service the abilities of wom- 
en as well as men would be invaluable; 
that God’s call to the ministry may come 
equally to either; and that the church 
suffers by the loss of many of its ablest 
women to specialized vocations outside. 

This is an issue which all our churches 
must face honestly, and on which we may 
give much help to one another. 


—From the preparatory study materials on “The Various Ministries in the 
Church,” being considered by the World Presbyterian Alliance at Princeton. 


Living With Peace of Mind 


Martin 


During the last twenty-five years of his 
life Martin Luther was an outlaw, with 
the sentence of death continuously hover- 
ing over his head. After the secular 
authorities at the Diet of Worms had 
refused to carry out the mandate of the 
pope, Luther was for his own safety im- 
prisoned by his friends in the castle at 
Wartburg. During his enforced confine- 
ment he translated the New Testament 
into every-day German. In the spring 
of 1522 Luther returned to Wittenberg 
and resumed his public work, with a 
price on his head. 

It has often been pointed out that every 
man, woman, and child in western Europe 
and the United States is living a vastly 
different life than would have been the 
case if Martin Luther had never appeared 
on earth. First and foremost and con- 
tinuously, he was a man of religion with 
a hunger for God and for righteousness. 
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ae Kirby Page 
He had many inadequacies and commit- 
ted frequent blunders and sins, but al- 
ways he longed to live in fellowship with 


God and the risen Christ. These were his 
bedrock convictions: religion is trans- 


cendent above every other issue in life; 

Christianity is the only true religion and 

it is to be understood through faith chan- 

neled through Scripture, preaching, and 

sacrament; a Christian is under obliga- | 
tion to be a Christ to his neighbor. 

It has been well said that he did the 
work of five men, in his translation of the 
Bible, the creation of the prayer book, the 
catechism, the hymnbook, and through 
his sermons. One of the greatest of his 
biographers says that “for sheer richness 
and exuberence of vocabulary and mas- 
tery of style, he is to be compared only 
with Shakespeare.” 

Martin Luther was truly a man of 


God. 


Would you like to read the story 


of a pastor whose church was 


83% Againt Union 


and then became 


90% for Union . 


For a copy of this inspiring story, 
send a stamped, self-addressed en- 
velope to 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th Street Richmond 19, Va. 





ing dates: 


Sunday, Aug. 15, 2 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 16, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 20, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 21, 10 a.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 22, 8 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 23, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 24, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 27, 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 29, 4:30 p.m. 


Orders will be filled as received. 





Tickets for Evanston... 


A limited number of tickets to the plenary sessions of the World 
Council of Churches are available at cost ($11 per set) for the follow- 
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These tickets are offered 
solely as a convenience to 
the OUTLOOK family and 
friends. 
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EDITORIAL 


if the Vote Is Secure 
.. + Then Why Hurry? 


Neither the precipitate action nor the 
final vote against union in East Alabama 
or Central Mississippi presbyteries is or 
should be surprising to persons who are 
very well informed. 

These, like some other presbyteries, 
have long been recognized as solidly or 
overwhelmingly opposed. It is interest- 
ing to note here that these, like most of 
the others so opposed, are presbyteries 
most isolated from contacts with the 
USA church. 

It is interesting, however, to note some 
of the appeals which are made to force a 
quick vote on this issue. Chalmers Alex- 
ander, Jackson lawyer, said that “six 
months of consideration will not change 
the vote to any degree.” The Assembly 
has requested all presbyteries to name 
committees to study the plan which it has 
approved and to vote on the question at 
some time after January 1. 

No, said Mr. Alexander, nothing 
would be gained by following the As- 
sembly’s plan (i.e., no votes would be 
changed) during such a period. “But,” 
he said, “I do see a definite danger in it. 
I have word that the proponents of the 
plan in Arkansas are going to try to sway 
the Mississippi vote, that members of the 
Northern church will start a campaign to 














influence you, and that a big rally headed 
by a man from outside the state will be 
held to boost union chances. Increased 
strife and conflict will be the only result 
of waiting six months.” 

If the opponents in Central Mississippi 
are so sure that no votes will be changed 
if the case for union is presented in their 
midst, why do they rush the vote in an 
effort to shut the door to further con- 
sideration? This is all the more inter- 
esting because last spring the most fas- 
cinating handsprings were turned by 
Jackson promoters when they thought 
that, despite everything, they were going 
to have to admit a strong advocate of 
union to share the platform with one of 
their speakers, who himself was from 
“outside the state.” They didn’t want 
the case for union presented then; they 
obviously don’t want it presented at any 
time. They are obviously fearful that if 
the facts are known, some of their people 
will not be able to resist the appeal of 
union and that numbers will be lost 
to their cause. 

It is possible that some of those who 
have never had “the other side” presented 
in their area will become suspicious when 
opposition spokesmen become so protec- 
tive and defensive that they are unwilling 
to allow pro-union speakers to talk about 
it to their people. 

It is a strange situation—certainly 
among Presbyterians who put a premium 
on an informed constituency and on free 
discussion—when doors are slammed on 
open debate of what long has been and 
will continue to be (until union is con- 
summated)one of the great issues in the 
life of the church. They may think that 
such strategy settles the question, but 
men who read their history books know 
better. 

Of equal interest is the statement by 
the stated clerk, D. M. Mounger, now 
elected executive secretary of church ex- 
tension of the presbytery. Mr. Mounger 
said to the presbytery what had previous- 
ly been attributed to Paul Hastings, and 
perhaps to other vocal workers against 
union: “If I could write the plan my- 
self, I still would be against it.” 

If that is a true reflection of the real 
feeling of the opponents of union, then 
for some years, we have labored under 
an unfortunate misa;:prehension. Wheth- 
er they intended such a delusion or not, 
most of the opponents of union have in- 
sisted that, given a fair and reasonable 
plan of union, they would favor it. 

Therefore, for fifteen vears the best 
thought and energies of some of the best 
Presbyterian minds and hearts in Amer- 
ica have been devoted to the task of 
formulating such a plan. It has been 
brought forward for study and criticism; 
then for major alterations; then for more 
study and criticism by the church-at- 
large; then other major alterations—each 
time in an honest effort to meet objections 
felt to have been honestly offered. 


Finally, after painstaking and labor- 
ious efforts, the plan is finally offered; 
the Assembly looks at it and says, “‘This 
is a good product. It offers a fair and 
honorable basis for the union of the 
churches. We approve of it and we ask 
the presbyteries to join in expressing 
their approval.” 

This was done in the Assembly, mind 
you, by a far larger vote than has attend- 
ed some of the great and far-reaching 
decisions of the past. It was an over- 
whelming and enthusiastic vote—indi- 
cating what the real feeling of our church 
is on this question; indicating without 
any question, that the future is with those 
who work and pray for union. 

Therefore, it is inconceivable that the 
opponents of union could ever rise and 
declare, ‘“‘We didn’t mean a word of it 
—those changes in the plan, those ad- 
justments earnestly sought and graciously 
admitted, those compromises which we 
urged. They made no difference to us 
because it is impossible to draw up any 
plan that would be acceptable to us.” 

We are unwilling to believe that such 
an attitude is characteristic of any real 
segment of the opposition. Honest efforts 
have been made to satisfy honest objec- 
tions and many a man, formerly op- 
posed, is now saying, “I am satisfied. 
The negotiating bodies have done all that 
any reasonable person could expect. 
Therefore, I am going to vote for union.” 

This represents the feeling of the 
church as expressed in the Assembly. 
It represents also the overwhelming feel- 
ing of the church as it will be expressed 
in the presbyteries, for our people are 
fair and they are honorable, and when 
they know the facts they will respond in 
a fair and honorable spirit. 





In Passing 











A GROUP of ministers were recently 

discussing the ethics of preaching on 
holidays. Some of us felt that since the 
church paid us to take a holiday and 
return refreshed, it was wrong to attempt 
to use this free time in order to earn a 
little more money. Others felt we were 
justified in so doing since our stipends 
were inadequate, and a decent holiday 
was out of the question unless some extra 
money was forthcoming. When Gatley 
remarked, somewhat complacently, that 
he preferred preaching to listening and 
invariably preached on every Sunday of 
his vacation, Billings took the wind out 
of his sails by recalling the example of his 
old minister, who also loved preaching, 
and used his holiday Sundays to give 
poorly paid men a rest. He wrote round 
to the smallest churches he could find 
and volunteered his services without fee. 
PETER Parson in The British Weekly. 
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THESE OFFICERS MEAN BUSINESS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


That Israel’s leaders took the lead, that 
the folks came forward freely, Bless the 
Eternal!—Judges 5 :2, Moffatt. 


T WAS a bad night outside; worst of 

the winter, in fact. The city of Louis- 
ville had been surprised by a snowstorm, 
but that was not the only surprise in the 
city that evening. The first of six study- 
meetings for the officers of the Presby- 
terian churches of Louisville (U.S. and 
USA both, of course) was scheduled for 
that night. 

The committee in charge would have 
settled for fifty men, in view of the 
weather, and Sunday night besides. The 
seminary chapel holds 150, and it was 
regretted that it could not be filled for 
the starting night. But when the men 
arrived, the chapel could have been filled 
twice over. Chairs were set up in addi- 
tional rooms. All the meetings after that 
were held in the more spacious Second 
Presbyterian Church. 

For six weeks the officers came, both 
elders and deacons, for an intensive lec- 
ture course on the doctrine, history, pro- 
gram and polity of the Presbyterian 
Church. There were two 50-minute ses- 
sions each Sunday night, with a social 
half-hour afterwards. 

It may as well be admitted that every- 
one was astonished; it need not be said 
that everyone was pleased. 

The initiative came from the churches 
themselves. Some inquiries had been 
made from various sessions: Would the 
Seminary put on such a program? The 
answer was, Yes, of course, if the men 
in the churches want it. No, if we have 
to promote and push it ourselves. So it 
was strictly an officers’ movement. 

Dr. C. M. Hanna of the Seminary was 
the chief co-ordinator and one of the 
six professors who gave the lectures. 
Every leader found the interest and re- 
sponse of these laymen a challenge and 
an inspiration. While the presentations 
were carefully prepared, they were by no 


LOUISVILLE MEN—More than 300 Presbyterian men 
turned out for six Sunday evenings to study their jobs 
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means ‘‘academic” but geared always to 
the practical interests and responsibilities 
of the men as officers of the church. 

Every teacher prepared a rather full 
outline of his lecture—four or five single- 
spaced pages—and mimeographed copies 
of these were placed in the hands of the 
men at the beginning of each evening. It 
was found that this not only furnished 
a usable summary of what they heard 
but helped in following the lecture at the 
time. 


OLLOW-UP is important as a 

clincher, of course. This has been 
done in various ways. In one surburban 
church (Jeffersontown) the officers met 
together, and afterwards went back to 
their church where they would sit up for 
another hour or more, discussing among 
themselves and with their pastor what 
had been presented that evening. In an- 
other church, then without a pastor, the 
session planned to have a whole month 
of sermons along the lines of the lectures 
they heard. 

Some statistics may be interesting. The 
number of officers present from individ- 
ual churches ranged from one to twenty- 
six. There was a total of twenty minis- 
ters, 170 elders, 176 deacons and 58 
others; with seven ARPs and three from 
out of the state, a total of 434, with an 
average attendance of between 325 and 
350. Registration fees amounted to $413, 
besides a surprise offering taken up for 
the teachers. The heaviest item of nec- 
essary expense was for paper, stencils 
and ink for mimeographing outlines, and 
for additional stenographic help in this 
work. 


HE following is the general outline 

of the course, by weeks. 
I. Biblical Presbyterianism: the Bib- 
lical background and basis for the Pres- 
byterian form of government. (This is 


of some local importance in Louisville, 
where the dominant denominations are 
the Roman Catholic and the Baptist, both 





AFTER two 50-minute sessions 
they had refreshments. 


repudiating the name “Protestant” and 
each claiming to be the original church 
of Christ.) 

II. Presbyterianism in history: the 
doctrinal principles controlling the Pres- 
byterian form of government, and how 
these have worked out in history. 

III. The Presbyterian system of doc- 
trine: a summary of this as compared 
with other systems. 

IV. Presbyterian church government: 
the general principles, with special at- 
tention to the powers of officers and the 
mode of their election. 

V. and VI. The Presbyterian Church 
Program: at the levels of Assembly, sy- 
nod, presbytery and congregation. Special 
attention was paid to the work and re- 
sponsibilities of elders and deacons. (An 
eye-opener to some!) One period was 
devoted to Christian education in the 
local church, including fellowship and 
worship. The last evening was devoted 
to missions, evangelism, stewardship, and 
church discipline, again all from the 
standpoint of the officers’ responsibilities. 

Some criticisms could be made of the 
program, chiefly the inevitable one that 
not sufficient time was allotted to any 
of its parts. On the other hand, the very 
limitations of time made for a more in- 
tense concentration. ‘These were not 
boys; they represented a cross-section of 





as elders and deacons. Result: For themselves and their 
congregations, enthusiasm. 














the city’s abler men, and no watering- 
down or talking-down was necessary. 


HE whole thing was the most en- 

couraging and inspiring thing that 
has happend in Presbyterian circles 
around for years. A minister of long 
experience in the city said that similar 
efforts had been made before, but never 
with this degree of success. Ten years 
ago, he said, it would have been impos- 
sible. 

At all events there are upwards of 400 
men in the Presbyterian churches of this 
city who will not be perfunctory office- 
holders any more, if ever they were. It 
would not be bragging, but simply re- 
porting the general impression, to say 
that the men who attended these sessions 
not only finished with a deeper, wider, 
more serious knowledge and appreciation 
of their church and their own responsi- 
bility in it, but also went back to their 
congregations filled with an enthusiasm 
which is going to be contagious. 


CHURCH NEWS 


N. C. Synod Asks 
Sessions to ‘Desist’ 


With several sessions taking negative 
action on the General Assembly’s non- 
segregation resolution, the Synod of 
North Carolina is asking all of its 
churches and presbyteries to “desist from 
taking action or making deliverances” on 
this matter. 

Such actions, it said, should be post- 
poned until the churches and presbyteries 
have an opportunity to receive from the 
General Assembly information on which 
its action was based and to give this in- 
formation ‘“‘careful and prayerful deliber- 
ation.” 

Earlier in its meeting at Queens Col- 
lege, Charlotte, the synod received—and 
referred to a committee—protests against 
the Assembly’s action from three sessions 
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or congregations. 

These came from Henderson, Maxton 
and Burgaw. They will be considered 
by an ad interim committee named by 
James A. Jones, Myers Park pastor of 
Charlotte, the new Moderator. 

The Assembly’s Moderator, Wade H. 
Boggs, in speaking before the synod, 
urged approval of the Assembly’s action. 
In referring to the address of Paul before 
a Jerusalem mob that reacted to the word 
“Gentile,” Dr. Boggs asked, ‘‘Why should 
we, in the face of a world seething, be- 
come so suddenly irrational at the men- 
tion of one word?” 


Union Issue Up 


Church union came before the synod 
only in connection with the open letter 
from the Synod of Missouri (OUTLOOK, 
July 5). When the communication was 
announced a motion was made to refer 
it toa committee. Then came a substitute 
asking that it be read to synod before 
being referred; a second substitute wanted 
it received as information and nct read. 
The first substitute won. 

The Presbyterian, USA, Moderator, 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Mayville, Tenn., 
spoke to the synod, pointing to many sim- 
ilarities between the U. S. and USA 
churches. 

Synod approved a $2,000,000 extension 
program, with the funds to be secured in 
1956. After extended debate the pro- 
posal was approved 169-80 (though there 
were 455 men entitled to vote). It was 
brought up later for reconsideration 
when the church extension committee ex- 
pressed its unwillingness to carry it for- 
ward in view of the apparent reluctance 
of so many members of synod. A later 
motion called for the use of 1955 as a 
period to review the matter with a report 
to be made next year when synod meets. 

Some men expressed doubts that their 
congregations could raise the necessary 
funds and also meet prior commitments. 
Speakers for the campaign declared that 
Presbyterians could ill afford to relax and 
not push their extension program “while 
other denominations” are forging “far 
ahead in extension activity.” 


Alcohol Problem Reported 


An important study of the alcohol 
question made by a committee headed by 
Samuel M. Inman, Charlotte pastor, was 
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adopted. It calls for total abstinence by 
individuals, more serious attention to 
the problem by churches and presbyteries, 
a statewide referendum in order to de- 
termine a uniform policy within the state 
and commendation of the state’s De- 
partment of Motor Vehicles for its ef- 
forts “to reduce the hazards to life and 
property caused by drinking drivers.” It 
also deplored the “prevalent and wide- 
spread advertising of alcoholic beverages, 
especially those which seek to make 
drinking attractive.” 

Harold J. Dudley, the retiring Mod- 
erator, and executive secretary of synod, 
said religion must not be on the defen- 
sive; it must not be static but advancing; 
it is unafraid to invade the moral, social, 
economic and political areas of life and 
society. 

“These are not times,” he said, ‘‘for 
ministers of the gospel to remain quiet 
or great issues. . . . These are times for 
action, not complacency, not waiting, not 
wishful thinking.” 

George Lang, formerly of the Univer- 
sity of Alabama faculty, spoke on “The 
Mind of Christ.” 

Charles G. McClure, Charlotte pastor, 
is Moderator-nominee for next year. 


Education Survey 

A major undertaking within the synod 
is the Ford Foundation-financed survey 
of educational institutions led by Roger 
P. McCutcheon. Dr. McCutcheon re- 
ported to the synod the progress made by 
the survey. Indications are that by 1970 
there will be seven students where there 
are four today—demanding preparation 
now for anticipated increases in enroll- 
ment. 

In the director's opinion, “it is still 
the education of the select which should 
be the peculiar function of the church- 
related college, not the vocational needs 
of all kinds of students.” 

He also raised the question as to why 
Bible and courses in religion should be, 
for the most part, freshman and sopho- 
more requirements. Other arrangements 
might be better. 

Professors in church-related colleges, 
he said, should be paid at about the same 
rate as the ministers in the better city 
churches. Such a scale would double the 
current rate at most colleges. 
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Recurring emphases in Presbyterian his- 
tory, he said, have maintained that “‘piety 
is not enough. . . . The pious phrases . . . 
too often have served as a substitute for 
a properly trained faculty, or an excuse 
for poor equipment, or for some other 
dishonesty.” 

“Perhaps, when it is finished,” he con- 
cluded, “the survey will help you discover 
whether you are, getting what you want 
and what you deserve.” 


PRINCETON TOPIC 





Presbyterian 


One Study Group lists as (Presby- 
terian) essentials: 

The authority of the Bible; 

The sovereignty of God both in his 
providential rule of the world and in his 
gracious redemption of men; 

The radical ethical jmplications of the 
gosp-l, both for the individual and for 
society ; 

The place of the laity in church gov- 
ernment (‘“‘we do not deny that there may 
be a true church which is hierarchically 
governed; but the ‘priesthood of believ- 
ers’ and the very nature of the gospel 
itself forbid our looking with favor upon 
the exclusion of the laity from church 
control’’) ; 

The doctrine of the sacraments. . . . 

It may be equally important to dis- 


Georgia Synod at 
Clinton Is ‘Routine’ 


The recent meeting of the Synod of 
Georgia, held at Clinton, S. C., was 
largely routine, with little debate on any 
subject. 

In regard to the non-segregation issue 
on which the General Assembly took ac- 
tion, the synod called upon “‘presbyteries, 


“Essentials. 


tinguish certain views as non-essential or 
even false. The Reformed churches can 
never subscribe to the doctrine that a 
particular mode of baptism is required, 
or that Christ is present in bodily form 
in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
Even more significant in the present ecu- 
menical situation, is our insistence that 
the true church does not necessarily in- 
volve the historic episcopate. It is pre- 
cisely Calvin’s doctrine that the true 
church exists “‘wherever the word of God 
is purely preached and the sacraments 
administered according to the institution 
of Christ,” which enables us to take a 
central place in the ecumenical movement. 
.. . It is as necessary to be able to say 
“No” to certain doctrines as it is to say 
“Yes” to others. 


From the preparatory study materials on “The Reformed Churches and the 
Ecumenical Movement,” being considered by the World Presbyterian Alliance at 
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churches, church institutions (e.g., 
schools and colleges) and individuals 
(to) study these reports and their recom- 
mendations carefully.” 

It also called individuals “and es- 
pecially all leaders of our churches, to 
earnest continuing prayer for the spirit 
and wisdom of Christ in dealing with 
these difficult matters and also to the 
‘earnest cultivation and practice of the 
Christian graces of forbearance, patience, 
humility and persistent goodwill. ’ ” 

The synod met at Clinton because 
Georgia joins in supporting Presbyterian 
College and Thornwell Orphanage which 
are located there. 

Clarence FE. Piephoff, Atlanta pastor 
and Thornwell and Presbyterian Col- 
lege product, was named Moderator. L. 
B. Gibbs is the new stated clerk, succeed- 
ing Chester F. Monk, resigned on account 
of poor health. 


Georgia-S. C. Exchange 

The South Carolina-Georgia evange- 
lism exchange of ministers next March 
was approved. South Carolina minis- 
ters are to hold services in Georgia 
churches beginning March 7, with Geor- 
gia ministers returning the favor begin- 
ning March 21. Columbia Seminary 
students also will join in. 

The sort of radio program conducted 
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last year was approved for next year 
with 23 stations expected to carry the 
weekly programs. Pre-Easter television 
programs are also planned. 

Assembly causes apportioned to pres- 
byteries total $483,732 for next year, 
with synod causes amounting to $132,- 
860. Atlanta Presbytery is asked for 
52% of these amounts; others scale 
downward to as low as six per cent for 
Athens Presbytery. 

Mrs. A. M. Bowen, synodical presi- 
dent, recommended securing a “Georgia 
Home” at Montreat for summer confer- 
ences and the synod appointed a commit- 
tee to make the effort. 

The Christian education report showed 
notable advances in many fields. Sunday 
school enrollment in Presbyterian church- 
es of Georgia has advanced from 29,602 
in 1945 to 45,368 in 1953. Likewise, in 
1944 there were 107 Vacation Church 
Schools with an enrollment of 7,658; 
last year 185 schools enrolled 15,529. 

A second retreat for ministers of Geor- 
gia will be held January 24-26 at the 
General Oglethorpe Hotel in Savannah. 
Speakers will be John Sutherland Bon- 
nell of New York and Bernard Boyd of 
the University of North Carolina. 


Literature Situation 

The synod was told that 52 of its 269 
churches are not using any Presbyterian 
materials in the children’s division of the 
church schools and that 20 others use it 
in only one department. The whole 
church school literature picture appears 
to be so haphazard that synod members 
were urged to study their literature orders 
in terms of “‘needs and save yourself some 
money.” 

Student work in the synod continues 
to advance, with special thanks to the 
women of the synod who provide from 
their “blessing boxes’’ $6,500 on a total 
budget of almost $10,000. 

Next year synod will meet in the First 
church of Athens. 
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THE BETTER MOVIES 


ON THE WATERFRONT (Colum- 
bia). Recent events highlighted in news- 
paper headlines come alive in this dis- 
turbing drama of the New York water- 
front. It is not entertainment in the 
usual sense but a powerful indictment of 
evil forces which have penetrated some 
unions and have transformed them from 
mutual aid organizations to criminal 
racketeering machines. One dramatic 
scene follows another, producing a vivid 
revelation of the actions of one unscru- 
pulous group, led by ruthless men to con- 
trol and intimidate others. The story 
is a study in low moral, social and 
ethical standards on the New York piers 
showing that, in this frightful situation, 
life is of no value if individuals are in 
the way of boss supremacy. In contrast, 
the influence of a socially minded parish 
priest and the desire for justice mani- 
fested by the sister of one of the victims 
encourage a young man to discover his 
human duty and rights, to stand as a 
man and to defeat the crime ring, thus 
enabling longshoremen to work freely. 
This is an important social document. 
It is all the more potent because of the 
excellent direction, the authenticity of 
its settings, the realism of all its com- 
ponents. Leonard Bernstein’s musical 
score and the use of natural noises to 
complement the music add artistic worth. 
Marlon Brando, Karl Malden, Lee J. 
Cobb are superb in the main roles. FOR: 


Adults. 


THE CAINE MUTINY (Stanley 
Kramer. Columbia Release). This psy- 
chological drama is the terse account of 
the important events in the long Pulitzer 
Prize novel by Herman Wouk. It is the 
depiction of life abroad a mine-sweeper 
in the Pacific, during World War II. The 
personality traits of its officers and crew 
are mercilessly exposed in their reactions 
to the behavior of their captain. Suspense 
is created by the detailed development of 
Ensign Willie Keith, while the degenera- 
tion of Captain Queeg is implied and the 
end result portrayed. The executive of- 
ficer Steve Maryk who is, at first, un- 
questioning of the captain’s order, be- 
comes susceptible to the suggestions of 
the communications’ officer about the 
captain’s lack of mental and emotional 
equilibrium. This brings about the mu- 
tiny and leads to the dramatic climax 
of a masterfully handled court-martial 
trial in which more revelations are made 
about persons, events and navy regula- 
tions. That this should be followed by 
a celebration with abundant libations is 
in character with the story’s setting, even 
though it leaves some questions unan- 
swered. All parts are well taken. Tech- 
nicolor photography with scenic views 
of land and sea is most effective. A 
splendid musical score reinforces the ac- 
tion. FOR: Adults. 
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Self-Discipline for Growth 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for August 15, 1954 


Mt. 16:24-25; 1 Cor. 


We cannot achieve mastery in any field 
without self-discipline. This is taken 
for granted in every field except in that 
of religion. The athlete and the artist 
toil to attain the proper skills; the scholar 
pores over his books; the business man 
tends to his business. ‘Too many think 
that religion yields its benefits to the 
dabbler and the dilettante. If God seems 
far away, if we are unable to find his will 
for our lives, if we have failed to find 
the joy or the power which we seek, it 
may be because we have failed to exer- 
cise the proper self-discipline. 


1. As Seen by Jesus 

“If any man would come after me,” 
said Jesus “let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” 

The first obligation or condition of dis- 
cipleship that Jesus sets forth here is 
self-denial. He does not tell us that we 
are to deny certain things to ourselves, 
but that we are to deny self. His words 
suggest the thought of two objects—self 
and Christ—the one to be denied and the 
other accepted as the center of one’s 
life. If you would turn toward me, Jesus 
suggests, you must turn away from your- 
self. If you would accept me as the 
chief object of desire you must renounce 
yourself as such an object. “To deny one’s 
self,” some one has said “is to cease to 
make one’s own interest and pleasure the 
end of life and one’s own will the law of 
life, and in place of these to follow Jesus 
in making love the law of action (John 
4:34; 5:30; Mark 3:35) and the well- 
being of men the end of life (Mark 
10:42-45).” Or, to put it more briefly, 
it is to renounce self and enthrone Christ. 

But to deny self does not mean that 
we shall no longer have a self. E. Stan- 
ley Jones writes: 

“You will have a self and a better 
self than ever,” [but it will be] ‘a self 
that doesn’t belong to itself any longer. 
Ownership has been changed. And this is 
no mere make-believe, a bantering of 
words. Something vital and eternal has 
taken place. You belong to Another. He 
decides your life plans; he directs the 
details; he is the source of your power; 
for he is the center of your affections and 
loyalty. This is a change as real as if a 
planet wandering through space without 
goal suddenly became attached to a star 
and henceforth revolved round that star.” 
(Growing Spiritually, Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press.) 

The second obligation or condition of 
discipleship laid down by Jesus is the 
bearing of the cross. The phrase really 
indicates not a second obligation or con- 
dition but rather the extent to which 
Jesus’ disciples are to carry their de- 
votion to him. A criminal carried his 
own cross to the place of execution, and 
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9:24-27; Heb. 12:1-4 


to take up the cross meant, as the first 
disciples well understood, to be willing 
to go to one’s death. The equivalent of 
it in our own language would be to go 
to the electric chair or to the fighting 
front where death is always an imminent 
possibility. To take up the cross is to 
be ready as Jesus was to lay down life 
itself in obedience to the will of God and 
for the good of men. 

The third obligation of discipleship is 
to follow Christ. “If any man would 
come after me let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” 

Christianity’s greatest rival for the 
loyalty of men at the present time is 
Communism. Observers are agreed that 
this movement is powerful, in part, be- 
cause Communists have a cause in which 
they believe and because they are willing 
to work harder and to suffer more for 
their cause than are most other groups. 
Kao-Tien-Hsi, a Chinese Christian who 
forsook Marx for Christ writes: 

“The noble qualities of the Communist 
partisans are their disciplined life of self- 
denial, their enthusiastic devotion, their 
zeal to preach to and convert men, their 
ability to endure hardship and suffer per- 
secution as well as their faith that Com- 
munism will conquer the world. Many 
young Chinese Communists have given up 
their all—wives, children, property, fam- 
ilies, even their lives—for the cause of the 
social revolution and for their party. In 
church history we have many, many more 
such examples than the Communists. Can 
we, in this generation, keep up the spirit 
of sacrifice, martyrdom, exertion in work 
and hardship for our faith, for our mis- 
sion, and for our Lord? If we have this 
kind of spirit we wi!l not be ashamed of 
being Christians or afraid of failure.” 

There are men all over the world who 
are ready to deny themselves and to take 
up their cross and follow Karl Marx. 
What we need is more men and women 
who will deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow Jesus. And such 
we must have in greater numbers if the 
church is not to continue to give ground 
in many parts of the world. In the pres- 
ent struggle for world leadership, these 
words of Jesus, this challenge and this 
demand, ring with new urgency and new 
significance. 

Why should a man deny himself and 
take up his cross to follow Jesus? “Who- 
ever would save his life will lose it,” 
Jesus replies, ‘and whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.” 
His meaning is clear. The man who 
hoards his life, who withholds it from 
Christ and his service, never discovers 
what life can be in this world and loses 
it in the world to come. The man who 
expands his life freely in the service of 
Christ finds true life in this world and 


preserves it through eternity. A man 
must become “integrated” about Christ 
and be willing to pay the cost, whatever 
it is; only so can he hope to really “live” 
in this world or the next. 

In Growing Spiritually, E. Stanley 
Jones writes: 

“Fix it in your mind not as an idea, 
but as a maxim, that if you are self- 
centered, then you are off-center, and 
nothing will come out right. You are not 
the center of the universe, never intended 
to be and never can be. If you try to be, 
you will try the impossible, and you will 
come out a frustrated and unhappy person, 
inevitably. I have never in these years 
seen one single happy adjusted person 
who is self-centered. If you start with 
a basically false premise like two and 
two make five and put this in your mathe- 
matical calculations, then none of your 
sums will come out right. ... Just so, a 
person who, either consciously or subcon- 
sciously starts out to make the universe 
revolve around him, will live in a false 
universe that will tumble about his head 
in an awful confusion.” 

Self-surrender is not romantic adven- 
ture, Dr. Jones concludes. “It is just 
common sense.” 


Il. As Seen by Paul, | Cor. 9:24-27 

In the Old Testament the life of a 
religious man is often referred to as a 
walk or as a pilgrimage. In the New 
Testament it is more often referred to 
as a race, perhaps because the apostles 
felt more keenly the need for exertion 
and discipline if one was to play a worthy 
part in life. 

Paul in particular liked to picture the 
Christian life under figures drawn from 
the Greek games, like those held every 
second year in Corinth. Contestants in 
these games must give satisfactory proof 
that for ten months they had undergone 
the necessary preliminary training. “For 
thirty days before the contests all candi- 
dates were required to attend exercises 
at the gymnasium and only when they 
had fulfilled all such conditions were they 
allowed to contend in the sight of the 
assembled throngs. The herald proclaim- 
ed the name and the country of each con- 
testant and also announced the name of 
the victor who was crowned with a gar- 
land of pine leaves or ivy.” This dis- 
tinction was greatly coveted, and highly 
regarded not only by the spectators, but 
also by the victor’s fellow townsmen 
after his return. 

Paul refers to these games in his letter 
to the Corinthians because he wants to 
emphasize the need of self-discipline and 
self-control in the life of a Christian. 
“Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners compete, but only one receives 
the prize?” Does Paul mean that only 
a few can attain the prize which Christ 
holds out? Not at all. But he does 
mean it is a race in which we are en- 
gaged and that if we are to win there 
must be strenuous and disciplined effort. 
Not everyone puts forth sufficient energy 
to win. 
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Having stressed the need of spiritual 
discipline, Paul proceeds to describe its 
nature, again illustrating his theme from 
the Isthiman games. Anyone who goes 
into an athletic contest, says Paul, goes 
into the strictest sort of physical train- 
ing, including self-denial and exercise. 
The Christian must not be less earnest 
about his spiritual training. The athlete 
denies himself any harmful indulgence. 
So the Christian must exercise “self- 
control in all things.’”” And when the 
contest has begun there must be no waver- 
ing, no looking back, no uncertainty about 
the goal. “I do not run aimlessly,” says 
Paul, “I do not box as one beating the 
air.” The boxer does not waste his 
blows, but plants them. Much spifitual 
activity is wasted because it has no def- 
inite aim. Paul, like a skillful boxer, 
makes his blows tell. But there is a 
difference. Boxers seek to strike some- 
one else’s body. Paul, who wishes his 
converts to follow his example, strikes 
his own body. “I pommel my body and 
subdue it.” He does not of course regard 
his body as evil. Nonetheless its desires 
and appetites must always be kept under 
control. And there are some practices 
which must be avoided. But Paul’s 
emphasis is not on the negatives of life. 
He subdued his body, as the context re- 
veals, by employing it unsparingly in the 
service of God. As H. L. Goudge writes, 
“The real security against the body being 
master lies in a complete response to the 
divine call for service (Gal. 5:16).” 

Paul has described the need and the 
nature of spiritual discipline; in the last 
place, he speaks of the motive. Athletes 
undergo strenuous discipline to win a 
corruptible crown. The Greek victor re- 
ceived the homage of the entire nation. 
But still it was a perishable crown award- 
ed him. If he was willing to make such 
exertions for such a crown, what should 
not the Christian do to secure an imper- 
ishable crown? There was also a nega- 
tive side to the whole business. ‘I pom- 
mel my body and subdue it, lest after 
preaching to others I myself should be 
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disqualified.” Paul did not take his own 
salvation for granted. If continued dis- 
cipline was necessary for him, it is not 
less so for us. 


lll. As Seen by the Writer to the 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

As H. T. Andrews writes in the Abing- 
don Bible Commentary: Hebrews 12:1-2 

“. .. depicts the Christian life as a race 
in the amphitheatre. The metaphor is 
borrowed from the Greek games. There is 
the arena surrounded by tiers of seats 
which are thronged by spectators who 
watch the various contests and cheer on 
their chosen champions. The conditions 
of success are described. The runners 
throw off their superfluous garments that 
they may be free to exert their maximum 
strength and gain their maximum speed. 
Their footsteps never flag and their efforts 
are never relaxed. Their eyes are fixed 
steadily upon the goal and they strain 
every nerve to win the prize.” 

The witnesses who cheer us on in our 
Christian race are the heroes of the faith 
whom the writer has enumerated in the 
preceding chapter. Does he mean that 
they actually look on and know what we 
do, or merely that we should be inspired 
by their example? Certainly the latter, 
and some think the former as well. If 
so, there may be others who are eager 
spectators of our actions, men and women 
of other generations, our own loved ones, 
for example. 

If we are to run well we must lay aside 
every weight—that is, any encumbrance 
that handicaps us, whether it be some- 
thing which in itself is good, bad or in- 
different. ‘Put unmetaphorically, the 
thought is that no high end,” like our 
Christian aim, “is possible apart from 
a steady, unflinching resolve to do with- 
out certain things. What these encum- 
brances are the writer does not say; he 
implies that if people will set themselves 
to the course of faith in this difficult 
world, they will soon discover what ham- 
pers them.” (Moffatt) They differ, it may 
be added, for different individuals. 

We must also lay aside ‘sin which 
clings so closely.”” The writer does not 
mean that we must lay aside every “be- 
setting” sin, but sin, every sin, all sin, 
which, like a clinging garment, hampers 
our Christian race. 

So far he has been speaking negatively. 
More positively, we are exhorted to run 
with perserverance (there are many temp- 
tations for us to relax our efforts) the 
race that is set before us (‘‘not waiting 
for a pleasanter, easier course, but ac- 
cepting that which is appointed and rec- 
ognizing the difficulties as constituent 
parts of the race”), looking away from 
all that distracts us, not once or twice, 
but continually unto Jesus, who has 
himself sustained the struggle which we 
bear and who will bestow upon us faith’s 
final reward (“The pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith’). 

Jaswant R. Chitambar tells us that on 
one occasion he was crossing a river high 
up in the Himalaya Mountains 


; by means of a bridge made of 
split bamboos and pieces of wood loosely 
put together. There was no railing on 
either side of the bridge. The river was 
high and was flowing with an almost be- 
wildering rapidity. With much difficulty 
I managed to go half-way across and then 
I looked down. Immediately I began to 
fell dizzy, my steps became unsteady, and 
I was afraid to move onward lest I should 
fall down into the swift current under- 
neath. My guide, who had crossed the 
bridge numberless times, noticed my pre- 
dicament and shouted, ‘Look up, and not 
down.’ It made all the difference in the 
world to me when I looked up and heeded 
not the gurgling river below. With steady 
steps I crossed the bridge and was soon 
safe on the other side of the river ... . Peter 
walked on the water so long as he kept 
his gaze on Christ. But when he saw 
the wind boisterous he was afraid and 
began to sink. Is it not true that often- 
times we allow the cares and worries of 
life to overwhelm us until life becomes 
one series of worries and anxieties because 
we lose sight of the Christ? What we 
need is the upward look, the Christian- 
ward look.” (The Upward Look, edited 
by H. G. Black) 


We are to look unto Jesus who “‘for the 
joy that was set before him (i.e., the work 
of redemption accomplished through 
him) endured the cross, despising the 
shame.” The special shame which Jesus 
endured was the shame of the cross. ‘“This, 
says the writer, Jesus did not allow to 
stand between him and loyalty to the will 
of God. It is one thing to be sensitive to 
disgrace and disparagement, another 
thing to let these hinder us from doing 
our duty. Jesus was sensitive to such 
emotions; he felt disgrace keenly. But 
instead of allowing these feelings to cling 
to his mind he rose above them.” (Mof- 
fatt) And so must we. Recall G. A. 
Studdert-Kennedy’s poem: “The Great 
Wager.” 


“How is it proved? 
It isn’t proved, you fool; it can’t be 
proved. 
How can you prove a victory before 
It’s won? How can you prove a man who 
leads 
To be a leader worth the following, 
Unless you follow to the death, and out 
Beyond mere death, which is not any- 
thing 
But Satan's lie upon eternal life? 
Well—God’s my leader, and I hold that 
he 
Is good, and strong enough to work his 
plan 
And purpose out to its appointed end. 


“I walk in crowded streets, where men 

And women, mad with lust, loose-lipped, 
and lewd, 

Go promenading down to hell’s wide 
gates; 

Yet have I looked into my mother’s eyes 

And seen the light that never was on sea 

Or land, the light of love, pure love and 
true, 

And on that love I bet my life. 


“. . I bet my life on beauty, truth, 

And love! not abstract, but incarnate 
truth; 

Not beauty’s passing shadow, but its 
self, 

Its very self made flesh—love realized. 

I bet my life on Christ, Christ crucified.” 

topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


Lesson 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 





SECULARISM A MYTH. An Examination 
of the Current Attack on Secularism. By Ed- 
win E, Aubrey. Harper and Bros., New York. 
191 pp., $2.50. 

Aubrey uses the term “secularism” with 
definitely limited connotations that would 
not suit Holyoake or Pattison, who tend 
to separate secularism from any connec- 
tion with the spiritual. He feels that 
much of so-called secularism can be used 
by the Christian Church to help build 
the Kingdom of God on this earth. 

This serious and scholarly work takes 
a long view of the problem and makes 
the brilliant summary: 

“The whole history of the Christian 
movement exhibits an alternation between 
periods ... when Christianity reaches out 
into culture to absorb elements which it 
may use ... and periods . . . when the 
church draws into itself in a contractive 
movement which tries to exclude cultural 
forces.” 


One of the more powerful attacks on 
secularism comes from the theological 
writings of Nygren and Aulen who stress 
the agape interpretation to such an extent 
that “humanitarian reforms” are still 
bound to the earthly and not the agape 
love. Aubrey wishes to show that “Post- 
Renaissance Christianity is . . . not a 
record of capitulation or resistance to cul- 
ture but includes a humanistic Christian 
faith as a valuable alternative.” 

The book tries to show that “entrance 
of the secular into the life and thought 
of the church is not only historically in- 
evitable but a source of the creative ad- 
vance of the faith itself.” 

One chapter investigates the spiritual 
values in secular movements. Feuerbach 
and Marx may never have written as they 
did, if more Reinhold Niebuhrs who 
work for the Kingdom of God in a prac- 
tical way had lived. 

Another chapter is devoted to the prag- 
matic task of formulating a Christian 
strategy. “While the Pharisees stood 
apart from the sinners for fear of involve- 
ment and contamination, Jesus mingled 
with them and took upon himself the 
burden of their distress.” 

Every Christian should read _prayer- 
fully and thoughtfully this book. 

Henry T. LI1ry. 
Davidson, North Carolina. 


MY GANDHI. By John Haynes Holmes. 
Harper and Bros., New York. 186 pp., $2.75. 


“There is a duty which imposes itself 
upon anybody who has touched greatness 
to share with the world the privilege 
which he has had. Thus only can the truth 
be imparted to mankind in its fullness as 
well as in its detail. ... For the mass of 
both weighty and trivial material, when 
gathered together, falls into and composes 
such a portrait of the man as makes him, 
in very truth, to live again. It is like the 
story of the pilgrims who brought each 
his pebble, to be cast as a token offering 
upon the shrine of their master, until 
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slowly there loomed a monument rearing 
its lofty head, to be seen by all afar and 
near... It is in this spirit and with 
this purpose in mind, that I have written 
this little book. I could not rest content 
until I had added my voice to the great 
choir of voices lifted full and clear in 
Gandhi's praise.” 

Thus Dr. Holmes justifies the writing 
of this book. It needs such an explana- 
tion, if not justification. For it is not 
a great book, nor a definitive one. Yet 
it will prove useful and valuable in the 
light of the aforementioned purpose. It 
is not unfair, I think, to say that it is 
a minor, yet worthwhile, contribution to 
the vast and still growing written record 
of the life and work of Gandhi. 

The student or research scholar who 
intends to read everything ever written by 
or about Gandhi should certainly add this 
book to his list. The person who wishes 
to look at a close and intimate personal 
portrait of Gandhi, as drawn by a de- 
voted disciple from the western world, 
should not overlook it. But for those 
who have the time and inclination for 
only one or two major and definitive 
biographies or interpretations of this 
great man—his life and thought and 
work—this is not the book. It does not 
claim or pretend to be that; and it isn’t. 

Dr. Holmes first became aware of 
Gandhi through an article published in 
the Hibbert Journal in January 1918. By 
and through that article he was attracted 
to him as a living embodiment of his own 
ideals of pacifism and non-violence. Thus 
in a sense the book reveals something of 
the author’s spiritual struggles and de- 
velopment. Dr. Holmes met and talked 
with Gandhi on two different occasions. 
First in London in 1931, when he had 
a series of personal conversations with 
him. The second and last was in New 
Delhi in 1947-48 while the author was 
on a speaking tour in the Far East. These 
personal contacts, plus the warm friend- 
ship born of them, plus a correspondence 
which apparently continued from 1931 
until Gandhi’s death furnish the back- 
ground against which the book is written. 

To those who never had the privilege 
of knowing Gandhi personally, the book 
may appear too extreme. Some will 
doubtless be offended by the tendency of 
Dr. Holmes to elevate Gandhi to the 
level of Jesus Christ. The author’s fore- 
word reveals the extent of his personal 
devotion, which approaches, in language 
at least, the devotee’s worship of his god. 

“In my extremity I turned to Gandhi, 
and he took me in his arms, and never let 
me go. Away across the globe he cared 
for me, and taught me, and reassured me. 
In London, in 1931, I met him and found 
him indeed my saint and my seer. When 
I saw him in India, only a few weeks be- 
fore his assassination, in 1947, he was as 
wonderful as ever. Had the Mahatma not 
come into my life, I must sooner or later 
have been lost. As it was, he saved me. 
He gave me a peace of mind and a sereni- 
ty of soul which will be with me to the 
last. Even when he died, I gave way only 
for a time. Then the tears flowed with a 


passion of grief which there was no cuu 
trolling. But the Mahatma did not fail 
me. I called to him, and I am persuaded 
that he answered. My real life as a teach- 
er began with Gandhi, and it ended with 
his end. I should have retired when he 
died, for all through these latter months, 
I have been but an echo of my true self. 
If I have been content to stay on till now, 
it is because I could the longer bear wit- 
ness to Gandhi.” 


Such language would indicate the au- 
thor’s ability to paint an intimate, per- 
sonal, inspirational portrait of the object 
of his devotion. But it scarcely suggests 
the ability or the objectivity to write a 
definitive, critical and objective biography 
of one of the world’s great spiritual and 
political leaders. Fortunately, the book 
does not claim to be the latter. It pro- 
fesses to be the former. And what it 
professes to be and do, it does with con- 
siderable inspirational value. 

KELSEY REGEN. 
Durham, N. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Kingship of Christ. G. K. A. Bell, 
The Bishop of Chichester. Penguin Books, 
Inc., Baltimore. 50¢, paper. 

The Family Lives its Religion. Regina 
H. Westcott. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 
$3.00. 

Knowing the New Testament. Ralph E. 
Knudsen. The Judson Press, Philadelphia. 
$2.50. 

The Life That Wins. Willis Edward 
Garrett. Exposition Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

Remaking Men. Paul Campbell & Peter 
Howard. Arrowhead Books, Ine, N. Y. 
$1.50. 

Religion and Freedom of Thought. 
Perry Miller, R. L. Calhoun, N. M. Pusey, 
Reinhold Niebuhr. Doubleday & Co., N. Y¥. 
Paper; no price listed. 

Leaping Flame. Jack Wyrtzen. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. No price 
listed. 
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WANTED, MATRON, not over 50 years of 

age, for high-class old ladies’ home. Must 
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oversee house. Write Mrs. William Mac- 
Koy Bellamy, 204 North 15th St., Wil- 
mington, N. C. 
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CHANGES 

J. Clyde Plexico from Fairmont, N. C., 
to the Woodburn church, Leland, N. C. 

Bartley R. Schwegler from Rich Hill, 
Mo., to Box 28, Mountainburg, Ark. 

Edward €E. Mulliner from Seminole, 
Texas, to 2016 49th St., Lubbock, Texas. 

Tom Young, Jr., Northfork, W. Va., 
will become pastor of the Culdee church, 
Route 1, West End, N. C., Sept. 1. 

Victor J. Janek, formerly of Milan, 
Tenn., is now assistant pastor of the 
Covenant (USA) church, 30 Terrace Dr., 
N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

The George H. Hurst family, on fur- 
iough from Brazil, are at Furlough Home, 
225 Kennedy Court, Louisville 6, Ky. 

The Arch B. Taylor, Jr., family, at the 
Louisville Furlough Home during the 
past year, are at Montreat and Winston- 
Salem, N. C., for the summer. They 
leave Louisville for Japan about Sept. 19. 

Charles A. Tucker from Bowie, Texas 
to Rt. 13. Box 39, Houston, Texas. 

Dwyn M. Mounger, Forest, Miss., is to 
be executive secretary of the committee 
on church extension for Central Missis- 
sippi Presbytery. 

John H. Thompson of Westminster 
church, Vicksburg, Miss., will become 
pastor at French Camp, Miss., and teach 
Bible in French Camp Academy. 

Charles Haddon Nabers, Greenville, 
S. C., is the supply pastor at the Thomas- 
ville, Ga., church while a pastor is being 
sought. 

T. K. Mowbray from Honea Path, S. C., 
to the Powell church, 1 Forest St., Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. 

James |. Lowry from Norfolk, Va., te 
968 Eden Terrace, Rock Hill, S. C. 

Charles R. Eberhardt, professor of 
Bib'e at Davidson College, N. C., has 
been granted a year’s sabbatical leave 
for research and photographic work in 
Palestine. 

Harry B. Cox, III, from 
Presbytery, USA, will be 
pastor at Farmington, Mo.. 

William Meyer from 
to 1112 N. Fountain 
Ohio. 

Chester F. Monk from Savannah, Ga., 
to 421 First Ave., Moultrie, Ga. 

A. G. Courtenay from Raleigh, N. C., 
to Box 692, Roxboro, N. C. 


Philadelphia 
installed as 
Aug. 153. 

Carlisle, Ohio, 
Ave., Springfield, 


MARRIED 

George Wm. Ingram, Cromona, 
and June Mansour, DCE in the Enslow 
Park church, Huntington, W. Va., were 
married in Huntington, July 12. 

Maclyn N. Turnage, assistant regional 
director of religious education in Missis- 
sippi, of Jackson, and Anne Shaw, 
dent worker at the University church, 
Austin, Texas, who were married June 
18, are now in Richmond, Va., where Mr. 
Turnage is taking h‘s fellowship year at 
Union Seminary. 


DEATH 

George W. Gideon, 80, organizer 
pastor of the Rice Memorial church, 
Atlanta, Ga., from 1924 until his retire- 
ment in 1949, died in Atlanta July 11. 
He was elected Moderator of Snedecor 
Memorial Synod three times during his 
ministry. 
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PEABODY AWARD 

Sterling Edwards, Barnwell, S. C., 
minister, is one of the participants in the 
daily radio program, “Church of Your 
Choice,” which recently won the George 
Foster Peabody Local Public Service 
Award for 1953. In this 15-minute pro- 
gram ministers serve as newscasters and 
commentators, relating their church and 
its members and activities to the life of 
the community. 


DCEs 


Rosemary Reily from Duncan, Okla., 
to the Fain Memorial church, Speedwat 
and Martin, Wichita Falls, Texas. 

Jane L. Stanford is the new DCE in 
the First church, Yazoo City, Miss., suc- 
ceeding Frances A. Allein, who is to be 
married to Robert Fitler Aug. 7. 

Elizabeth Becknell, who has been work- 
ing in the Riviera church, S. Miami, Fla., 
is now director of Christian education in 
the First church, Hot Springs, Ark. 


Evanston on Radio & TV 


Extensive radio and television arrange- 
ments have been made for many programs 
connected with the August 12-31 World 
Council of Churches meetings in Evan- 
ston, Ill. Here are the network pro- 
grams as announced (Eastern Standard 
Time or as otherwise indicated, but con- 
sult local radio stations for time) : 


August 1, 9:15 a.m., Faith in 
World Council Presidents, NBC. 

August 8, 9:15 a. m., Faith in Action, 
NBC. 

1:30 p.m., Pilgrimage, ABC. 

1:30 p.m., University of Chicago Round 
Table on Evanston theme: Visser ’t Hooft, 
Niemoeller, Nichols; NBC. 


Action. 


August 15, 9:15 a.m., Faith in Action, 
NBC. 

10:00 a.m., Church of the Air, Bishop 
Jacob, India, CBS. 

10:00 a.m., National Radio Pulpit, Bos- 
ley, Devadutt, NBC. 

11:30 a.m. Reviewing Stand, Mutual. 

1:30 p.m., Pilgrimage, Pike and Pyle, 
ABC. 

1:30 p.m., University of Chicago Round 
Table: Dun, Florovsky, Newbigin, Loom- 
er; NBC. 

August 19, time to be announced; Dra- 
matic show introducing the Evanston As- 
sembly, NBC. 

11:00 p.m., Pause for Reflection, ABC. 

August 22. 9:15 a.m., Faith in Action, 
NBC. 

10:00 a.m., Church of the Air, Newbigin 
(India), CBS. 

10:00 a.m., National Radio Pulpit, Sock- 
man and Richardson, NBC. 

1:30 p.m., University of Chicago Round 
Table, The Church and Iron Curtain 
Countries, Kraemer and Loomer; NBC. 

August 26, 11:00 p.m., Pause for Reflec- 
tion, ABC. 

August 29, 9:15 a.m., Faith in Action, 
NBC. 

10:00 a.m., Church of the Air, Bishop 
Dibelius (Germany), CBS. 

1:30 p.m., University of Chicago, Round 
Table, The Church and Race Relations in 
Africa and Asia, Paton, Reeves, Thomas, 
Brauer; NBC. 

Sept. 2, 11:00 p.m., Pause for Reflection 
ABC. 

1:30 p.m., University of Chicago Round 
Table, Christians in the Struggle for 
World Community, Baez-Camargo, Ry- 
laarsdam; NBC. 


TELEVISION 
August 14,4:30 p.m., A Preview of Evan- 
ston, NBC. 
August 15, 11:00 a.m., Opening Service 
at Evanston, CBS. 
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